
 
 
 
 
 
6.1.21 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you for your patience and support over the past few days as we all get used to new routines and 
resources. As with anything new, there will be teething problems but we will work through these things 
together and find a way forward.  
 
Expectations 
It is important to mention that all children will get equal service to learning whether at home or in school. 
Those children who come to the school premises on part time days (key worker children) are expected to 
also do remote learning on the other days they are at home. Teachers will be arranging the appropriate 
support to give all children a quality education. This may mean 1:1 support online via phone call, chat or 
zoom. The important thing is to keep communicating with the teacher so they know what help to provide 
for your child. It is also important that the children follow a school routine when at home – if it helps dress 
in your uniform during your learning hours or have a pretend walk to school or walk home when the school 
day hours are over. The Government recommends a minimum of 3 hours daily for children to be doing 
school related activities. We would recommend that KS2 children spend at least 4 hours doing school 
related tasks. These tasks need to be balanced so as to avoid too much screen time for the children. 
Consequently, the teachers will include written, physical, listening, reading and visual activities in the 
lessons planned. If you’re having any difficulties and need the teacher to have a chat with your child for 
whatever reason, please email the class teacher. For those of you working at home yourselves, please feel 
free to arrange the home learning around your work routines and do what works best for your family. 
By now your teachers will have communicated with you and given you support steps in using Google 
Classroom- I hope these are helpful. Teachers will also be send information on how to access Google 
classroom via games consoles if this would be helpful to some of you who need more than one device – 
please email the teacher if interested. Please note, although previously stated in our December newsletter, 
we will not be changing the Google passwords to shortened version yet due to any possible repercussions 
or confusion – this will now be done at a later date.  
I would advise downloading and printing out resources at the beginning of each week so that they are 
ready should your IT systems play up (as can happen) and then you will have a backup. If you do not have a 
printer, let the teacher know, and we will arrange for you to pick up print outs from the school office. If 
you need exercise books, we are providing these in the area outside the main office for you to pick up as 
needed (Choose appropriate books from either KS1 or KS2 boxes). Timetabled sessions for whole class 
meets will be sent to you by your teachers and will be on the school website under the class pages tab. 
www.smsjwool.dorset.sch.uk 
 
Key worker Children 
If you have requested a place for your child in school via the booking form or via email to the school office, 
these places are now reserved for you and you can send your child in on the required days. If there has 
been any issue, the office will have contacted you already. We have a large number of key worker children 
in school (40%) and are glad that we can support you in going to work on the days needed but we still need 
to be mindful of safety for everyone in these increasingly worrying times. Please only send your child into 
school when no one else is available to supervise and support them in their remote learning at home. 
All children attending school need to wear their school uniform – this can be the PE uniform or the normal 
uniform. If the weather is cold, the children will be able to wear their coats indoor but thermal vests would 
also be advisable. 

http://www.smsjwool.dorset.sch.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=http://afjoy.co.uk/St-Mary-and-St-Joseph-Catholic-primary-school&psig=AOvVaw0tX_bQPgPQfS4J5bBIOO8q&ust=1559810250488309


 
Breakfast Club & After school Club 
From Monday 11th January, Breakfast club will continue to be provided for our key worker children from 8 
am.  However, we are unable to carry on with ‘After school club’ from Monday 11th January. 
 
 
Prayers 
During these times, prayer can create a strong anchor to help alleviate worries and help us to know we are 
not alone - God is there to support us. The link below will introduce you to a NOVENA prayer which is 
traditionally said over nine days - you may like to do try this yourself or say it with your family. 
https://f.hubspotusercontent30.net/hubfs/275132/2021%20Peyton%20Novena.pdf?__hssc=67616846.1.1
609948852615&__hstc=67616846.a9ce1c2d816187a58a070e526f4d45f1.1609948852615.1609948852615
.1609948852615.1&__hsfp=1309702554&hsCtaTracking=7a8a73d0-945d-4cce-a0d0-
66f8e52007a1%7C9f51efa4-b368-461a-af27-f5e1a4fbd2f2 
 
Below is a prayer to celebrate the Baptism of the Lord which is this Sunday. 
 

 
 
 
Best wishes and keep safe everyone, 
 
Mrs Christopher 
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